The inaugural meeting of the Malpas Village Design Statement Group took place on Monday July 30 at The Red Lion, Malpas, by kind invitation of the Landlord, Mr Richard Lever, staring at 7.30pm. The meeting was well attended, by Cllrs Jonathan Hale, Russ McGinn, Colin Richards, Joyce McKenna, Cynthia Nelson and Charles Higgie. The general public were represented by Bill Nicholls, Peter Howell, Pauline Plumb, Keith Plumb and Joan Allen.
It was agreed that C Higgie would chair this meeting and Bill Nicholls would help minute it.
The work is to development the Parish Plan into a Village Design Statement which can be used for supplementary guidance for planners. 
This particular meeting was also to consider transport, and the group worked through the Cheshire County Council transport survey which was deferred from the last Parish Council meeting. 
Question 1, "What do you think are the most important reasons for adopting a Community Transport Strategy for Cheshire?"- it was agreed that all replies were essential.
Question 2, "What are the most important objectives of the Community Transport Strategy for Cheshire?" Eventually all the replies were accepted as essential apart from "Helping the public sector in Cheshire meets its corporate objectives". There was considerable debate about the item "Maintaining the local identity of community transport and dial-a-ride services", with some arguing that the identity of it didn't matter too much, as long as the service was provided. The Environment was suggested as an additional objective.
Question 3, "What do you think are the most promising opportunities for community transport organisations today?"- it was agreed that all replies were very promising.
Question 4, "What do you think are the most significant threats facing community transport today?" All replies were thought to be crucial, apart from "Inability to operate on a large enough scale to be cost effective" which was classed as "needs to be monitored". "Local Government re-organisation" and "lack of co-ordination" were classed additional threats.
Question 5, "Which of the following types of service do you think should be included in the Community Transport Strategy for Cheshire?" All items were answered "yes" and cycling strategies and encouraging walking were additional.
Question 6, "In which of the following areas should local community transport organisations adopt common standards?" Yes to all.
Question 7, "The strategy identifies a number of possible options for the organisation and delivery of Community Transport in Cheshire in the future. The options are not mutually exclusive and a combination of several options may be suitable for Cheshire. The options are shown on page 23 of the Consultation and in the Executive Summary. Every option our reply was "depends on circumstances", apart from the last, which was returned "yes".
Question 8, "Why are you interested in community transport?" "We are Malpas Parish Council and interested residents.
Question 9, "Do you think the Cheshire Community Transport Strategy will benefit passengers"? yes - with more stability, flexibility and reliability.
Questions 10 & 11 - not applicable.
Question 12 "Do you think the Cheshire Community Transport Strategy will help to meet the needs of people with mobility difficulties in your area"? yes - integration, stability and door-to-door service.
The chairman suggested a series of meetings to be held on the last Monday of the month. It was pointed out that in August that this would mean a meeting on a Bank Holiday Monday, so it was agreed to have the next meeting on August 20 instead.
A general discussion took place with all agreeing that Malpas must develop but in a manner of natural growth. The growth should be mixed, i.e. not just starter homes but for three or four bed family homes.
Care should be taken that growth must take into account existing services such as schools, drainage, parking etc, which must not be overloaded by too much growth. It must be born in mind that higher authorities will have considerable influence.
Comments were made about the proposed HMO(House of multiple occupancy) at Clifton Cottage, High Street, Malpas. 
The next meeting is on August 20 at 7.30pm at the same venue. All are welcome. The meeting should be of interest to people who have strong opinions about how much or how little Malpas should grow, where any development should take place and what sort of development is needed. The topic will be the needs of the older population, and whether or not there is a need for more accommodation for elderly people. 
Mr Nicholls gave his apologies for the next two meetings. The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
