Draft minutes of the meeting of Malpas Village Design Statement meeting on Monday September 24 at 7.30pm at The Craddock Room of The Jubilee Hall, Malpas.

Present were Nichola Friend, Mary Friend, Cate Howell, Jean Clark, Joan Allen, Sheenagh Bradbury, John Gittins, and Cllrs Joyce McKenna, Russ McGinn and Charles Higgie, who chaired the meeting.

Apologies had been received from various ladies who were out with the St Oswald’s Ladies Group, Committee members Pauline and Keith Plumb and Cllrs Colin Richards and Cynthia Nelson.

Minutes of previous meetings were available.

Charles introduced Mr Gittins, the Chief Executive of Cheshire Landscape Trust (CLT), the special speaker for the evening. He said that a Village Design Statement (VDS) was a positive tool to endeavour to influence Malpas Parish Council and Chester City Council in planning policy. A VDS takes the environmental elements of the Parish Plan (PP) and develops it. As of now, a PP can’t influence anything, but a VDS can be adopted as a supplementary planning document. It must fit in with the Local Plan. VDS provide a context for new development. It should not be a long and complicated document. Burwardsley’s was 70 pages long, one of the longest and Weaverham produced two documents, a VDS and a Parish Plan Statement. Tarporley’s was another excellent example. It needs to describe the landscape and character of the village. A good cross-section of the community was needed to work on it. Consultation with the community was needed. At Tarporley the VDS group used a room next to the polling booth at a general election for consultation purposes. Village websites were another excellent methods of sharing ideas. Involving Primary Schools was often successful. 18-24 months was the usual timescale, but Malpas may be able to develop it quicker as the PP had already been completed. A VDS needs to address two questions “What does the document say about the character of the village?” In the case of Malpas, there seemed to be almost two nucleuses, the main centre and the Oathills area. He said that it was a classic English parish. The second question was “Will it assist the design decisions?” It was agreed that Angela Loftus of the Planning Department would be invited to the next meeting. It was agreed to invite a local estate agent to the November meeting. CH would also prepare a draft timetable for the VDS committee’s work, for consideration.
He was asked about the CLT. It started in 1981. It was unique. A county councillor and a couple of officers set it up. It was a charitable trust. There are only 2.5 officers employed. It has a president, vice president and a board of trustees. Four are nominated by interested bodies and three are independent. Money is raised by contracts with Local Authorities. Current contracts are with Cheshire CC, Halton BC, Warrington BC and Vale Royal BC. They organise, hep and support the tree wardens. The present tree wardens for Malpas are Giles Tayler and Tim Watson.
