Minutes of the Malpas Village Design Statement meeting on October 29

The guest speakers for the night were Angela Loftus and Adrian Tofts from Chester City Council. Having worked in the Planning Department for many years, Angela now also has responsibilities in the Economic Development Department. Adrian is team leader for Forward Planning.

Also present were Pam and Bill Nicholls, Lorraine Thorneycroft, Simon Biggins, Joan Allen, jean Clarke, John Clarke, Keith Plumb, Chairman of Malpas Parish Council, Keith Ebben and his vice-chairman Charles Higgie, who chaired the meeting.

They said that they can help with the Malpas Village Design Statement is various ways, such as providing aerial photos, maps of listed buildings etc.

Tarvin and Kelsall already had VDS adopted and Tattenhall's was in the draft stage.

Various information was circulated, examples of VDS, City Council guidance for producing them, and Current Planning Policies for Malpas.

Angela said that a VDS is not about what certain sites can be developed and what can't.

Pam said that there were parking problems in Malpas. An excellent service is provided by local shops and it was necessary to maintain the facilities. 

Keith Ebben said that development was needed to ensure this. He said that development needed to be mixed. Compared to villages with the same population as Malpas, Malpas had a much lower percentage of larger, four or five bedroom houses, so a greater number of these houses were needed. There was also a particular need for first timers trying to get on the property ladder.

Charles Higgie said that in previous meetings there had been agreement that a modest amount of development was needed, but it was important not to change the character of the village. When asked about what this meant exactly, he said that it was important for Malpas to maintain its individual identity and not expand into neighbouring villages.

It was pointed out that Malpas has a lot of character, with a mixture of different buildings. New structures must fit in as a natural extension of the village.

Keith Plumb said that there was a need for extra jobs as well as extra homes.

There was considerable discussion about the plans for development at Prospect House.

It was agreed that Charles would work with Angela, to try and finalise a timetable for the Malpas Village Design Statement.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on November 26 at 7.30pm in the Craddock Room of the Jubilee Hall, when the guest speaker would be a local estate agent to talk about the property market in Malpas.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
