Minutes of meeting of the Malpas Village Design Statement group held on November 26, at 7.30pm in the Craddock Room of the Jubilee Hall, when the guest speaker was Miles Lewis from Wright-Manley, who gave an estate agent's view of the market for both rented and purchased properties in Malpas. 

Present were Mr Miles Lewis, Joan Allen, Lynda Allen, Bill and Pam Nichols, Keith Plumb, Cllr Jonathan Hale and Cllr Charles Higgie, who chaired the meeting.

Mr Miles Lewis has been a partner in Wright-Manley for eight years. He has been employed by them for 14 years and has 16 years experience as an estate agent, since completing his qualifications. He is in charge of the Whitchurch branch, and has lived in Malpas and Threapwood. 

He said that the surrent state of the market in Malpas was subdued, partly due to seasonal factors and partly due to the lack of confidence in the economy and the property market, which had been effected by the Northern Rock problems. Confidence in the market may come back, particularly if interest rates dropped. It was quiet in the office, not many properties were coming onto the market. There were more properties on the market in Malpas than usual- 28 compared to a normal figure of 15-20. A lot had been on the market for three months or over, some for over 12 months. Properties in Malpas were still selling, if they were priced correctly, but there was a relunctance of vendors to drop prices. The rental market was fairly strong, particularly for short-term lease, although the supply was not great. There seemed to be a shortage of four or five bedroom houses in Malpas. House prices in Malpas seemed lower than in villages nearer Chester such as Tattenhall and Waverton. It seemed the closer you got to Chester, the higher the house prices.

Mr Bill Nichols spoke about affordable housing, particularly in light of the recent planning application on the St Joseph's site. There was general agreement that affordable housing must be to meet the needs of people in Malpas, rather than just to help the government meet its targets for building affordable homes. What is affordable to some, is not to others. In some cities, including Chester, some "affordable" housing was lying empty - although district-wide there was a shortage of affordable housing.

Debates from previous meetings were repeated, with the more pro-development members of the committee re-stating the need for development to maintain the shops and other services in the village, and to keep village organisations going, and others more cautious about development, expressing concerns about development causing congestion, increasing housing without increasing the local jobs, and keeping the character of the village.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

The next meeting of the committee is scheduled for Monday January 28 at 7.30pm in the Craddock Room of The Jubilee Hall.

