Draft minutes of the meeting of the Malpas Village Design Statement Group on January 29th, 2008, at the Jubilee Hall, Malpas, starting at 7.30pm.

Present

Mr Adrian Tofts from Chester City Council Planning Department, Mr John Makinson from Chester Civic Trust, Malpas residents Mr & Mrs Bill and Pam Nicholls and Cllr Charles Higgie, who chaired the meeting.

Mr John Makinson introduced himself. He was involved with Chester Civic Trust, who are empowered by Chester City Council to make recommendations about Conservation Areas. The Conservation Area in Malpas was considered in detail, and it was agreed that the present boundaries did not need any alterations.

The vitality of Malpas was praised, and the diversity of the styles of the buildings in the centre.

Mr Tofts spoke about how the Village Design Statement was to add detail to existing planning policies and to give them a local flavour. It could not allocate land for particular purposes. It can make comments about the scale of developments and building materials. What was necessary was to make clear what was special in Malpas, what is distinctive and what new development should look like. To help he bought along some leaflets which had been done in the past about Malpas, which had some does and don’ts about new development. It was agreed to incorporate these ideas into the Malpas Village Design Statement.
It was agreed that previous meetings had found a need for affordable homes for first time buyers and for large, four or five bedroom houses. The need to keep and encourage sites was discussed.

Village Design Statements of other villages were looked at. It was agreed to follow the model of these other VDS.

There were concerns that if developments were not agreed, government could intervene to force developments which may not be welcome. The recent fall in property prices may slow down development.

It was agreed to meet again on February 25th at 7.30pm in the Jubilee Hall, Malpas. Charles would draft some ideas for the VDS which would be discussed. Mr John Makinson gave his apologies and said he would not be able to attend.

