Draft minutes of the Village Design Statement meeting on Monday February 25

Present Elizabeth Carson-Mee (Libby), Keith Plumb, Adrian Tofts, Lorraine Thornecroft, Cllr Chris Whitehurst, Cllr Joyce McKenna, Cllr Russ McGinn and Cllr Charles Higgie, who chaired the meeting.

Libby and Chris were welcomed onto the committee. Introductions were made.

The meeting started in The Jubilee Hall, but, because of the noise it was agreed to move to 3 The Cross. It was agreed to have all future meetings there, and to pay them whatever would be paid the Jubilee Hall committee.

Libby kindly photocopied a couple of leaflets which Chester City Council had produced in the 1990s. They contained information about landscape characteristics, and what was or was not considered good design. It was agreed that Russ would look at this latter leaflet, and try and update it. The original document seemed to be too dogmatic.

It was agreed that some photos, both of outside the parish looking in, and views from the parish, and of particularly interesting buildings were needed. Several members of the committee volunteered to take some photos, and we would also appeal for others to provide them. We need to consider what is particularly distinctive to Malpas - what makes Malpas Malpas? What do you love about Malpas?

The need to encourage tourism was agreed. Malpas had some wonderful features and was fortunate to have the Marches Way running through the parish. Various cycle routes, public footpaths and bridleway were also in the parish.

There was a need to highlight the distictive buildings, with different charateristics. Malpas was fortunate in having a wide range of architectural styles within the parish centre.

Adrian offered to provide maps of listed buildings and trees with preservation orders.

It was agreed that Keith would look at the street furniture, highways, alleyways and byways, Lorraine would look at the public footpaths and Chris would look at the plant and animal life.

Charles would provide Keith with a copy of the Tarporley Village Design Statement. Charles would also provide a contact list so that members of the committee can keep in touch with each other.

It was agreed that it would be better to take the time to get the document right, rather than try and rush it and produce an inferior document.

Libby was thanked for her hospitality and her photocopying.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday March 31 at 7.30pm at 3 The Cross, Church Street, Malpas.

