Draft minutes of the Village Design Statement Meeting on Monday (August 20) in the upper room at The High Street Church from 7.30pm.

The group's aim is to investigate how much, or how little, development is needed in Malpas and where this development should be. 

The meeting was to discuss the accommodation needs of the elderly. 

Four "expert speakers" were present to share their experiences and knowledge. They were Peter Howell from Prospect House, Paul Knight from Chester & District Housing Trust, Mary Friend from The Old Hall, Malpas, and Helen Proudlove from the Malpas Alms Houses Trust. Also present from the VDS committee were Pauline and Keith Plumb, ex Parish Councillors Joan Allen and Margaret Lloyd Williams, Malpas residents Norah Thomas, Jean Clarke, Win Dalton, Janet James, Sheenagh Bradbury and Malpas Parish Councillors Cynthia Nelson, Jonathan Hale and Charles Higgie, who chaired the meeting. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were available, but were not really relevant to this meeting, as it covered an entirely different topic.

Speaking first, Peter Howell said that there was a growth in the number of older people. The 2004 population figures showed significant increases. It was forecast that the elderly of Cheshire would increase by 30% 2001-2021.The largest increases would be in the oldest sections – people aged 80 and over. Prospect House and The Old Hall were now the only residential facilities south of Urban Chester. There were moves to maintain people at home more, by providing housing physically suited to older people. He then pointed out that one of the objectives of the Malpas Parish Plan was “schemes addressing specific need such as affordable housing or extra care housing for older people”. He also quoted from the Parish Plan “When asked as to whether they would support, in principle, a development designed to meet the housing needs of the local people, over 66% would have no objection.”

Paul Knight then talked about Chester & District Housing Trust’s operation in Malpas.

In Malpas they have the following properties:
46 1 bed flats 
25 2 bed bungalows 
8 2 bed houses 
41 3 bed houses 
4 4 bed houses 
Of these Craddock Court and the bungalows at the top of Springfield and Old Hall Street were specifically sheltered accommodation of the elderly, with wardens, Jenny Hinckley and Julie Vaughan respectively.
CDHT now operate a choice based lettings system. There are 4,638 people on the housing register and 3,600 of these are under 60, indication that the main demand is for family accommodation. They are desperate for family housing throughout Chester, but it is harder and harder to get planning permission. Even without the present moratorium on new build, lighting, highways and other constraints was also a problem.

Muir Housing Trust also have 8 properties in Malpas, the 7 properties in Ryland’s Close, which were purpose built for the elderly, and one in Springfield Road, which wasn’t.

Mary Friend said that The Old Hall wasn’t really viable, with only 14 bedrooms, and there was a large demand for places at the home. She was hoping to soon put in planning permission to extend the home, onto the site of old outbuildings etc. Increased parking spaces would be needed. This was supported, as long as it didn’t over-shadow Old Hall Court.
Helen Proudlove then talked as clerk to the Alms Houses of Malpas. There were two homes in Church Street and six in Chester Road, which would be converted into three. Anyone over 60 and single can apply for the lease. There is no warden; people must be capable of independent living.

There was then a general discussion about housing for the elderly. It was agreed that some modest development was necessary, as long as the character of the village was not affected, and as long as the long-running problems with the sewers of Malpas had been sorted out. There seemed to be a lot of property for the elderly to rent in Malpas, such as Craddock Court, Old Hall Street, Ryland’s Close and the Alms Houses, but there was less purpose-built accommodation for the elderly to buy – Brereton Close and some in St Oswald’s Close being the only sizable number of units. Ideally what were needed were some small properties near the centre of the village to buy, with either no garden, shared garden or easily maintained garden. There was a great deal of concern about the proposal to build some units for the elderly at the bottom of Beeches Bank, as they were too far from the centre of the village, and the elderly would have to walk up a very long and steep bank. There were also concerns about the elderly walking through the Malpas Recreation Ground to get to the centre of the village, as they may be hit by a football etc. The other problem with the proposal was they would be for rent not for sale. There should be a chance for people to hear the full proposals and put their views forward, at a Malpas Parish Council meeting.

The meeting finished at about 9.30pm. The Church was thanked for allowing the use of the hall.

The next meeting is on September 24 at 7.30pm in the Craddock room of the Jubilee Hall. The expert guest for the meeting is Mr John Gittins, Chief Executive of the Cheshire Landscape Trust, and the topic is "Planning the Plan". It is an open meeting, everyone is welcome. For further details contact Cllr Charles Higgie on 01948 860808 or at 10 Oathills, Malpas, Cheshire, SY14 8HX or email to charles.higgie@btinternet.com.
